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superstition," and the miracles which belong to them
are "wild and ridiculous," proceeds to lay down a,
decisive criteridn between true miracles and their
counterfeits, and this criterion he considers to be the
gift of inspiration in their professed workers. "Though
it may be a matter more of curiosity than of use, to en-
deavour to determine the exact time when miraculous
powers were withdrawn from the Church, yet / think
that it may be determined with some degree of exactness.
The various opinions of learned Protestants, who
have extended them at all after the Apostles, show
how much they have been at a loss with regard to
this, which has been urged by Papists with an air of
triumph, as if, Protesfants not being able to agree
when the age of-miracles was closed, this were an .
argument of its not being closed as yet. If there be
anything in this objection, though perhaps there is
not, / think I have it in my power to obviate it, by
fixing upon a period, beyond which we may be cer-
tain that miraculous powers did not subsist." Then
he refers to his argument in favour of the New Testa-
ment miracles, that "what we know of the attributes
of the Deity, and of the usual methods of His
government, inclines us to believe that miracles will
never be performed by the agency and instrumentality
of men, but when these men are set apart and chosen
by God to be His ambassadors, as it were, to the
world, to deliver some message or to preach some